SOUTH    AFRICA
farthest corners of the land to greet the heir to the British
throne.
When the wild beauty of th'e Nigerian welcome was ended,
the Repulse steamed south. After a few days at sea, the Prince
stepped ashore at Capetown.
A stroke of good fortune had already sent the Earl of
Athlone and Princess Alice to South Africa. The new Gov-
ernor-General had brought a refreshed conception of English
life and ideas to the South African people. When Lord Ath-
lone arrived there, with Princess Alice, many South Africans
had come to look upon the appointment of a Governor-
General as an expensive survival of old and threadbare cus-
toms. The sense of duty, the charm and the example of
family life which Lord Athlone and Princess Alice gave to
South Africa had already stimulated a new belief in English
standards; when the Prince of Wales arrived at the Cape, in
1925, he benefitted from the friendliness which his cousins
had inspired,
The Cape is a melting place of human races, and the chat-
tering, jostling crowd which waited for the Prince in the streets
was not single-minded with delight. There were critics as
well as friends, climbing the boughs of trees to see him pass.
He faced his duty with grim energy when he wras required
to shake hands with two thousand people, in one day. Some
who travelled with him thought that his smile was less spon-
taneous than in Australia and New Zealand, as if he were
conscious of the old hates and suspicions which still disturbed
the serenity of daily life in South Africa. If he doubted his
own powers, these doubts must have been quickly and pleas-
antly scattered when, during the first day, the Prince was
kidnapped by the students from the University. They swept
down upon him, at Government House, in a big voortrekker's
wagon. The students were dressed in crazy clothes—some in
lion skins and plumes. Behind the wagon, hundreds of girl
and boy students formed a mad tail, holding each other and
running in his wake, up the hill to the University. Once
more the player of bagpipes in the cloisters of Magdalen
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